To the Editor:

Contrary to what you write, Leon County has no $122 million in “government reserves” to pay for next year'’s lost revenue
$10.2 million without deep spending cuts.

You can see for yourself on our web page, www.leoncountyfl.gov ( http://www.leoncountyfl.gov/ ), which has next
Wednesday’s budget workshop documents.

Instead, we have a “general fund balance” of $37.1 million in savings for general government operations. It includes
money for two months of cash flow (our revenues vary from month to month), to pay for emergencies such as hurricanes
(remember them?), and for future capital projects.

There’s no mystery about this fund balance or its prudent level. We follow standards set by such authorities as Moody’s
Investors Services and our common sense.

Leon County has other funds set aside, but they are restricted. Motor fuels taxes, growth management fees, hotel bed
taxes, 911 fees, emergency medical services taxes, solid waste fees, the Blueprint 2000 sales tax and humerous other
accounts are for specific purposes only - in many cases a layaway plan for major projects.

Here’s the reality:

Budgeting property tax cuts will come the old-fashioned way - services cuts that deepen every year. They begin with
quality of life programs, then essential services, and, inevitably, public safety programs. That is the impact of the statute
signed into law on Thursday (June 21).

But these pale in comparison to the proposed constitutional amendment that mandates much deeper - and permanent -
local government and school budget cuts.

Incidentally, $265,000 of Thursday’s Leon County property tax cut goes to Sprint/Embarg.

Bob Rackleff
Leon County Commissioner, District 5
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